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But years of fighting each other had made the French and
English excellent friends, a friendship which was cemented by
the good behaviour of the British troops on French territory.
This happy state of affairs, it need hardly be said, did not
extend to the Spaniards; an army of half-starved men with a
bitter grievance against the French, and smarting under the
injuries which they hoped to wipe out in bloody retaliation.
As was only to be expected, on entering France they had
commenced an orgy of rapine and plunder, for which con-
duct Lord Wellington sent them back into Spain, thus
depriving himself of 20,000 fighting men at a critical moment
of the campaign.
Though deprecating their excesses, the Commander-in-
Chief realized that there was every excuse for them from
the Spanish point of view.
They are [he wrote to Lord Bathurst] in so miserable a state, that it
is really hardly fair to expect that they will refrain from plundering a
beautiful country, into which they enter as conquerors; particularly,
adverting to the miseries which their own country has suffered from
its invaders. I cannot, therefore, venture to bring them back into
France, unless I can feed and pay them . . .1
This humane decision of Lord Wellington's was greatly
detrimental to his military plans, and checked his forward
progress. "If**, he continued to Lord Bathurst, "I could
now bring forward 20,000 good Spaniards, paid and fed,
I should have Bayonne. If I could bring forward 40,000,
I do not know where I should stop."2
The full extent of this sacrifice in the cause of humanity
can only be grasped by a realization of Lord Wellington's
position at this particular period. He had only as yet pene-
trated into a small corner of France. Another river, the
Nive, was barring his further progress; he was, says Napier,
inclosed as it were in a net between the Nive, the sea, Bayonne, and
the Pyrenees ... to pass the Nive and free his flanks was indispensable
1 Dispatches, Vol. XI, p. 306.               2 Ibid^ pp. 306, 307.
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